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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Lost and Found 
A dark green collapsible umbrella was found on the picnic tables following the Meadow Valley 
hike in Washington on July 31. To claim, please call Cindy Alexander at (309) 231-2190 
 
PTA Hiking Club Newsletter 

1. For 2013, the newsletter will be “published” quarterly.  Hike leaders; please email your 
Event Reports to geraldgegel@comcast.net within two weeks after completion of your 
scheduled events.   A single photo (jpeg file format) for inclusion in the Newsletter may 
be attached to your report if desired 

2. Hike Leaders are to register all attendees for a hike/bike/paddle event using the 
“official” Pimiteoui Trail Association Liability Waiver form.  These may be obtained on 
our website at WWW.PTAHIKE.ORG. 

 

For Outdoor Events 
1. In case of bad weather, contact the hike leader to see if the hike has been cancelled. 
2. Any hike leader wanting to use the club’s first aid kit can obtain it by calling Cindy 

Alexander. 
 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 
 

Event 2013-22, Wednesday, Oct 9, 5:30 pm, Glen Oak Park; Ancient Sidewalks Hike  
Come out to what may be the last weekday afternoon hike for the club this year.  In Glen Oak 
Park we will hike the lost remnants of ancient sidewalks, hidden troll bridges, and forest 
stairways that lead to nowhere.  We will hike on Wednesday, Oct 9, before the falling leaves 
hide our route.  You may feel like you're taking a secret and forgotten route into Mordor.  It 
will take us about 45 minutes to hike a trail that is easy to moderate with no underbrush.   We 
will meet in the parking lot of the zoo.  
Hike Leader: Doug Lais 
 

 

 

Event 2013-23, Saturday, Oct 12, 6:00 am, Road Trip, Hike at Turkey Run State Park, 
Marshall, IN 
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This event is planned as a “Day Hike” and not an overnight event. We do have a 12-
passenger van reserved for the “road trip”.  If you plan to do this hike RSVP to Brian 
Cunningham at 309-633-1224 by Tuesday 10/08/13 and indicate whether or not you 
plan to “van pool” (see below for more information). 
 
Turkey Run State Park near Marshall Indiana has some of the most exhilarating, unusual, 
challenging and beautiful hiking trails in the entire Midwest.  This hiking centric park was 
established in 1916 with the states purchase of 2,382 acres.  It has 14 miles of trails along 
Sugar Creek one of which is considered easy and the remaining 10 trails are categorized as 
either moderate or rugged.  The most interesting trails are located in the deep canyons 
nestled in the shadows of sandstone cliffs and peaceful hemlock groves. To access the 
hiking trails you typically cross the suspension bridge over Sugar Creek.   Unfortunately, the 
bridge incurred significant damage from the flooding this past spring.  They have been 
working on it and it is expected to open “very soon”.  In fact, October 1st was the final day of 
scheduled work on it.  They indicated that it is very likely to be open by 10/12/13.  Other 
access is available but is less convenient.  Turkey Run State Park includes a 61 room stately 
lodge built in 1919, several cabins and camping for overnight lodging.  However, the 57th 
Annual Parke County Covered Bridge Festival runs during the 2nd and 3rd weekends of 
October.  Lodging during the festival is non-existent unless it is booked far in advance.  Be 
sure and stay at lodge another time. 
 
What to bring:  Everyone should bring a packed lunch; dinner will be in Champaign IL on 
our return trip.  It is best to bring along trekking poles, an extra pair of shoes and possibly 
extra pants as the hiking can potentially be a little wet in the canyons.  
 
Leave Time:  We will meet to van and\or car pool behind the Cracker Barrel restaurant,105 E 
Ashland on the north side of Interstate 74 in Morton.  We will leave promptly at 6am.  Turkey 
Run is 150 miles from Morton.  
 
Return Time:  Sunset will be at 6:14 pm Indiana time (5:14 pm Illinois time) on 10/12/13.  We 
expect to return to Morton by approximately 9 pm. 
 
Transportation:  We do have a group road-trip 12-passenger van reserved.  If we get 
enough early RSVPs for it, we will use it.  However, if we don’t have enough early (by Tues 
10/08/13) RSVPs from committed hikers then we will do our regular car pool.  Cost of the van 
will be split evenly at about $20 each including gas. 

Event Leader: Brian Cunningham 
 
Event 2013-24, Saturday, Oct 19, 8:00 am, Volks Walk, Manito, IL  
Autumn is a great time to hike and breathe the fresh air. On Saturday, Oct. 19, we will 
participate in Autumn in Sand Ridge, the First Annual 5K or 10K Volkswalk. $2 fee includes 
goodie bag (or $3 for IVV credit). Trails will range from easy (flat) to moderate (sandy). You 
can also choose 5K (3 mi.) or 10K (6 mi.). After the Volkswalk, we will have lunch in town. 
There will be additional attractions in town to check out, including antique tractors, classic 
cars, crafts, scarecrows, and more. Celebrate autumn. 
 
Meet at Riverfront Park (located at Court St. and 2nd St.) in Pekin at 8:00 a.m. to 
carpool/caravan to Manito.  If you want to meet there, go to the Oak Camp at Sand Ridge 
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State Forest, but please call hike leader so we know to look for you. Dogs are welcome, but 
must be on a leash.  
Event Leader: Cindy Alexander, 309/231-219 
 
Event 2013-25, Sunday, Oct 27, 2:00 pm, Camp Wokanda,  
This is an encore presentation of last autumn’s hike on a sunny (we hope) day at Peoria Park 
District’s Camp Wokanda.  This former Boy Scouts of America camp from the 1920’s offers a 
beautiful 316-acre woodland setting, including a lake for fishing.  We will explore the Northern 
section of trails for this encore hike. The hike will start at the first parking lot (to your right up 
on hill, overlooking Davis Lake) you encounter as you enter into the Camp from Boy Scout 
Road.  The trail at times is very steep and parts of the trail are awaiting repair from last 
Spring’s heavy rains. We will start by walking alongside the shores of Davis Lake, then start 
climbing up Red Trail.  We will have a look at the Adirondacks built for shelter, with 
bathrooms close by, and turn to return to our starting point via Logging Road Trail.  Expect 
about a 2-hour hike.   Directions:  From Peoria, take Rt. 29 north (Galena Road). Turn left 
onto Old Galena Road (just North of Rt. 6). Look for the brown Camp Wokanda sign. Follow 
this past Mossville Grade School, then turn left onto Boy Scout Road, and proceed to the 
park entrance (arch over road).  Meet in the first parking lot (near Lake, up on small hill) to 
your right.  
Hike Leader: Toni Lais 507-421-1255 

 
Event 2013-26, Saturday, Nov 9, 8:30 am, Hennepin & Hopper Lakes  
 
Our destination for this hike is Putnam County, the smallest county in the state. 
The Dixon Waterfowl Refuge at Hennepin and Hopper Lakes is a restoration project of The 
Wetlands Initiative along the Illinois River including lakes, wetlands and prairies.  Here we 
can climb the observation tower for an overview of the area and hike the trail at the Dore 
Seep Nature Preserve located within the project.  We will also stop at the nearby Putnam 
County Natural Lands Area for a hike through the woods before heading back to Lacon for 
lunch at The Pizza Peel (my favorite pizza!-sandwiches available also).  The trails are 
primarily wide and mowed over easy terrain.  Meet at Forest Park Nature Center at 8:30 a.m. 
to car pool.  (Those on the east side of the river who wish to take Route 26 North and meet 
up in Lacon for the rest of the trip, please contact the hike leader in advance.) 
HIKE LEADER: Chris Golden 309-579-2967 
 
Event 2013-27, Sunday, Nov 17, 2:00 pm, Independence Park, Marquette Heights 
(Strenuous) 
Independence Park covers approximately 300 acres of woodland and meadows bordered by 
Route 29 on the West, I-474 on the North and LaSalle Blvd. on the South. The land supports 
about 15 species of animals, 80 species of birds and a wide spectrum of plant life. We will 
see evidence that the land was used for coal mining.  It also was a formal proving ground for 
Caterpillar Tractor Company.  Is has since been turned over to the Pekin Park District and left 
to return to its natural state. This hike will fall into the “strenuous” category because the 
narrow trail is full of challenging hills and descents, plenty of logs and natural obstacles – just 
the way members of PAMBA (Peoria Area Mountain Bike Association) like it!   The “pure 
single-track” trail is maintained (not too much) by a crew from Little Ade’s Bicycles in Pekin.   
The trail is 12 miles long, but Mary and Susan are working hard to scout out a piece that we 
can complete in about two hours.   We suggest that you carry water, wear sturdy hiking 
shoes/boots.   Bring trekking poles if you have them.  At the time of this writing, we expect to 
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meet in the parking lot under the Marquette Heights water tower and near the baseball 
diamonds.  Turn off IL 29 on to LaSalle Boulevard at the entrance of Marquette Heights, 
which is just south of the I-474 Shade-Lohmann Bridge interchange.  Travel up La Salle 
Boulevard with care, as this area is thick with deer.  When you see the water tower and 
baseball diamonds, turn left into the parking lot.    Our adventure begins at 2:00 PM. 
Hike Leaders:  Susan Hood, 309-648-2771 and Mary Greenhood, 309-699-2909 
 
Event 2013-28, Saturday, Nov 30, 10 am, Starved Rock 

Get away from your Thanksgiving guests—or bring them along.  Regardless of 
your holiday situation, find time to join other club members and guests and venture to a 
popular natural destination of Northern Illinois—Starved Rock State Park.  We’ll hike about 3 
hours on easy-to-moderate terrain.  Meet at Russell’s Cycling and Fitness in Washington at 
8:30AM for carpooling.  For those going directly, meet just outside the Starved Rock Lodge 
on the parking lot side at 10:00AM.  Wear hiking boots, bring water and a hiking stick, and 
dress in layers.  We’ll eat afterward at the lodge or in Utica (optional).  We should return to 
Washington by 4:30PM at the latest 
Event Leader: Jay Meinrich, 309-472-0165 (cell); jmeinrich@comcast.net 

Sunday, Dec 15, 4:00 pm, Board Meeting. Susan Hood’s House, Morton, IL 
Come to this meeting to share your ideas about hiking locations, social and service events 
and club business.   Volunteer to lead a hike!   Our schedule for Jan/Feb/Mar 2014 will be 
created at this meeting.   If you are unable to attend, pass your ideas on to a Board Member 
before the meeting. 
Coordinator:  Susan Hood, call 309-648-2771 for address 
 
Saturday, Dec 14, 7:00 pm, Christmas Party 
Come celebrate the holidays at the home of John and Bonnie Jackson, 15 Waldheim Rd., 
Morton, Il.  If you have a favorite wine or beer you like to share, feel free to bring it, but this is 
by no means required.  Just come as you are and help the Jackson's make merry for the 
holidays. 
Event Leaders: John & Bonnie Jackson; 309-263-2474 
 
Event 2013-29, Sunday, Dec 22, 2:00 pm, Forest Park Nature Center 
Stressed out by the holidays? Take a breather by joining us for a winter afternoon hike at 
Forest Park Nature Center. We'll hike the inner trails, which should be moderate with a hill or 
two. Dress for the weather, including appropriate footwear. Meet in front of the nature center 
building at 2:00 pm. 
Event Leader: Cindy Alexander, 309-231-2190 
 

EVENT REPORTS  
 

Event 2013-14, Saturday, July 13, Humiston Woods Nature Center 
A near perfect day was in store as five Pimiteoui members and one guest went hiking at Humsiton 
Woods near Pontiac.  We walked a counter-clockwise perimeter loop.  We discovered the Joseph K 
Jobst Education Building for the first time and hiked a bit into the nearby prairie.  Entering the woods, 
we quickly saw one deer, and later saw two others followed by a fawn with no mother in sight.  One of 
the beauties of Humiston are the extensive trails next to rivers and creeks.  The crossing over Wolf 
Creek was made easier with the stepping-stones now being connected with mortar.  The scout area 
was well maintained - like the rest of the nature center - with fresh wood chips on the wider portions. 
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 We ran into some mud and mosquitoes but nothing we couldn't easily handle.  The Vermillion River 
portion was highlighted by wonderful sunlight vistas of the river and a baby snake that almost went 
unnoticed.  The hike took three hours for the five-to-six miles.  We dined afterward at Pontiac Family 
Kitchen where the owner graciously seated us in a private area.  We enjoyed excellent food and very 
friendly service.  Three of us ordered stuffed cantaloupe, which was an incredible summer dish.  We 
all went home happy and looking forward to returning to Humiston. 
Attendees: Cindy Alexander, Dave Grebner, Andy Shull, Susan Hood, guest Cindy Miller 
Hike Leader: Jay Meinrich     
 
Event 2013-15, Sunday, July 21, Rock Island Trail (Alta Trailhead - Pioneer Park) 
On a cloudy, humid Sunday afternoon seven hikers went from the Alta trailhead to the Pioneer Park 
trailhead and back in a little more than 2 hours. Despite a couple of light sprinkles, the hikers enjoyed 
the exercise and conversation. A few side notes: Who knew that Mt. Hawley airport was so busy on a 
Sunday afternoon as numerous small aircraft flew over our heads on the Pioneer Park end of the trail. 
Who knew that there are attack mulberries along the trail as Cindy Alexander found out. All in all the 
hike went well and afterwards nobody stayed around to eat dinner together. Hmmm... perhaps a lot of 
grilling was taking place at home. Until next time - see ya. 
Attendees: Mike Bohn, Jerry Gegel, Joyce Gegel, Cora Lynn Green, Jay Meinrich, Cindy Alexander, 
and Doug Lais.� 
Hike Leader: Mike Bohn 
 
Event 2013-16, Wednesday, July 31, Meadow Valley, Washington 
Meadow Valley is a small but diverse park in Washington. It has ridges and ravines, grassy 
expanses and enveloping woods. Despite the gray clouds and threat of rain, eighteen hikers 
(and one dog) gathered there for an evening hike on July 31. The trails were damp from 
recent rains, but there was little or no water running in the creek, thereby making crossings 
easy. Our biggest challenge was a steep set of steps nicknamed "cardio hill." Upon emerging 
from the woods at the finish, we were greeted by some evening sunshine. We then gathered 
under the picnic shelter to converse and quench our thirst with lemonade. Some hikers who 
were hungry went to dinner afterwards. 
Attendees: Cindy Alexander (leader), Paul Hodge, Chris Golden, Sharon Obery, Sandi 
Burrier, George Burrier, Kathy John, Roger John, Bill Hawkinson, Susan Hood, Brian 
Cunningham, Cora Lynn Green, Mary Greenhood (and Samson), LaVerne Wilson, Mareike 
Kraatz, Eric Hutchison. Guests: David Librik, Sue Elliott 
Hike Leader: Cindy Alexander, 309-231-2190 
 
Event 2013-17, Wednesday, August 7, Detweiller Park 
A group of us met in the early evening at the base of Detweiller Park, near Moose Shelter, 
and set off at the trailhead marked with an overhead sign  “Dry Run Trail”.  This is a pretty 
cavernous entrance to the woods, marked by a dry creek bed, with an easy approach to a 
hilly climb.  After the climb, we then merged onto our namesake “Pimiteoui Trail”, that opened 
into a large meadow area, where the trail was narrow, and covered with tall grasses and 
weeds.  I found out several weeks later, that one of our hikers was afflicted with poison ivy 
from this portion of the hike.   At one point, the Pimiteoui Trail is marked with another hanging 
sign, next to the descending road into the park. As we were catching our breath, and drying 
our necks from the hot and humid air temperatures, a couple walking up the road, offered to 
take our group picture next to the Pimiteoui trail marker.  I picked up the pace, knowing that 
darkness was not our friend in the woods, and we climbed another hill, crossed a bridge, and 
headed back down a trail that lead to the parking lot. We emerged next to the avid sand 
volleyball players, who take great delight in meeting there regularly. We then joined together 
on the deck of the No-Wake Zone for food and drink.  
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Attendees: Celeste Hansen, Rob Alexander, Cindy Alexander, Sam Kent, Linda Kent, Brian 
Cunningham, Susan Hood, Aurea Toxqui 
Hike Leader: Toni Lais 
 
Event 2013-18. Sunday, Aug 18, Summer Social @ Kennel Lake Sportsman Club, 
Morton 
Once again, the bucolic setting of Kennel Lake Sportsman Club, hosted a successful picnic for about 
30 hikers.  It was a beautiful, cool evening in the country side of Morton and we enjoyed great food 
about 5:30 p.m.. We shared family updates with members we haven't seen for a while, we hiked 
around the lake, and we shared info on other hikes and bike rides that are coming up in the near 
future.  We had some new members join the fun and I think one woman made some new friends!!! 
Event Hosts:  Sam & Linda Ken 
 
Event 2013-19, Sunday, September 8, Farmdale Reservoir, E. Peoria 
Farmdale Reservoir is really a special place.   While protecting East Peoria from flooding, the 
837 acres on Farm Creek provide a wealth of nature watching, mountain bike riding, 
horseback riding and great hiking.  Our group started the hike by climbing the steps to the top 
of the dam and hiked through the woods to an area of pine trees.   After an enjoyable walk 
through the oak and hickory woodlands, we caught our first glimpse of some of the 100 acres 
of tall grass prairie that the Army Corps of Engineers has restored.   White tail deer are 
abundant in the park, where hunting is prohibited.   There are 1.5 miles of streams 
meandering through the park and we enjoyed a crossing or two.   It was about time to test 
those water-resistant hiking boots!   We hiked for about two hours.   Everyone seemed happy 
to enjoy ice cold drinks and cookies when we reached the parking lot.   Farmdale is a big 
area with lots of trails, woods and prairie.   It is easy to get turned around, a.k.a. “lost”.    I 
can’t help but appreciate how great it is to meet up with others who enjoy the great outdoors 
and explore gems like Farmdale together.   I am ready to go back any time you are….! 
Attendees:  Cindy Alexander, Mike Bohn, Maurine Collett, Harvey Collett, Randy Crum, 
Brian Cunningham, Linda Moon Davis, Jerry Gegel, Chris Golden, Dave Grebner, Mary 
Greenhood, Steve Harris, Tom Hieser, Susan Hood, Sam Kent, Linda Kent, Paula Lewis, Jay 
Meinrich, Margaret Moulton, Connie Tumminelli, LaVerne Wilson, David Wirsching; Canine 
unit:  Samson and Augie 
Hike Leaders:  Mary Greenhood and Susan Hood 
 
Event 2013-20, Wednesday, September 18, E. Peoria River Trail 
Sixteen hikers gathered at the East Peoria River Trail (Cooper Park South) for the last summer hike 
on Wed., Sept. 18; autumn would begin in three days. The evening was warm and a little muggy, but 
in open areas you could catch a breeze. Despite the spring flood, the trail was well maintained with a 
gravel base and minimal to no debris. The lush plant life grew close to the boardwalks and many late-
summer blooms added a splash of color. We completed our 2-mile hike just as dusk settled in. 
Several of us went to the Burger Barge afterwards. We dined outdoors where we could see the 
downtown Peoria lights reflecting on the river. 
 
Attendees: Brian Cunningham, Susan Hood, Connie Tumminelli, Matthew Kramer, Kathy Kissel, Sam 
Kent, Linda Kent, Rob Alexander (and Augie), Toni Lais, Cora Lynn Green, Andy Shull, Mary 
Greenhood (and Samson), George Burrier, Mareika Kraatz, Mark Klokkenga 
Event Leader:  Cindy Alexander 
 
Event 2013-21, Saturday, September 28, Sommer Park 
What a great hike 25 of us took on this breezy, sunny fall day!  This was an easy hike as the 
trails were shorter and not very steep. It was dry and there wasn't any water in the creek. We 
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didn't get to hike across a rock bridge and get our boots wet!!!  We didn't see any forest 
animals at all...not even a squirrel. At the end of our hike we investigated the locally famous 
Koerner cemetery and went through the old homestead.  Park manager, Tom Miller, had 
unlocked this for us, as this building is not open to random public.  After the hike, we enjoyed 
fresh, healthy muffins and juice provided by hike leader. We did not go for group lunch social 
as it was early. The three guests who joined us on this hike have become members 
Attendees: Doug Lais, Rich & Vicki Schurter, Chris Golden, Cathy Barker, Barb & Homer 
Gurtler, Laverne Wilson, Tom Hieser, Mike Fortune, Kathy Kissel, Angie & Loren Madison, 
Connie Tumminelli, Margaret Moulton, Cherie & Andy Shull, Sandi & George Burrier, Jay 
Meinrich and Maurine Collett.  Guests: Sandy Jones, Bernice Sommer, and Mary Benson, 
Hike leader: Linda Kent 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
       
Checking Account Balance: $ 999.83 
Savings Account Balance: $     5.50 
Total Funds on Hand : $1055.33 

 
 
 
Membership Application 
See attached form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PIMITEOUI TRAIL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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NEW MEMBER      (    )                                                                          CASH    (    ) 
  
RENEW MEMBER (     )                                                                          CHECK (    ) 
  
                                    ANNUAL DUES ARE $6.00 PER PERSON 
  
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO "PIMITEOUI TRAIL ASSOCIATION".  MAIL TO CLUB TREASURER: 
LINDA KENT 
22172 NORTHFIELD DR. 
MORTON, IL. 61550 
  
MEMBERSHIP YEAR EXPIRES FEBRUARY OF EVERY YEAR. 
  
THE NEWSLETTER IS MAILED ELECTRONICALLY EVERY QUARTER. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE E-
MAIL, PROVIDE YOUR SNAIL MAIL ADDRESS AND WE WILL SEND YOU A NEWSLETTER BY 
MAIL. YOU ARE ADVISED TO PHONE THE HIKE LEADER BEFORE A HIKE TO MAKE CERTAIN 
THERE HAVE NOT BEEN ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES DUE TO AN UNEXPECTED EVENT.  
REMINDERS AND CHANGES ARE SENT OUT BY E-MAIL ONLY. 
  
NAME:_________________________________________________________________ 
  
SPOUSE:_______________________________________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________ 
  
CITY, STATE, ZIP____________________________________________________________________ 
  
EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________ 
  
CELL PHONE_________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
  
FIND HIKING INFORMATION:      WWW.PTAHIKE.ORG 
  
FACEBOOK AND PICTURES:         GOOGLE: 
                                                              PIMITEOUI HIKING ASSOCIATION FACEBOOK 
  
  
 
 
 


